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Table 15:	 The examples with explanations provided in this table will help you with acknowledging 
the sources you have used. 

	 Column 1 shows the typical organisation and layout of a reference list.  
Column 2 lists the type of resource.  
Your reference list will be laid out like Column 1; it will not include the grey areas. 

Column 1 

Sample reference list in alphabetical order

Column 2

Type of resource

Reference list NOTE: You will not 
include this column in 
your work.

Attorney-General’s Department 1998 Copyright law in 
Australia: A short guide. Attorney-General’s Department, 
Canberra. Available URL: www.law.gov.au <Accessed 
2009, December 10>

Commonwealth 
Government 
department

Austen, B. 2005 Renal nursing. The Renal Nurse 2, 1, 15–33. Journal vol, issue, 
page no.

Bates, J.P. 2008 Cancer care: A new approach. Journal of 
Oncology Nursing, February, 44–54.

Burns injury: Rural perspectives 2006 Rural Health Education 
Foundation, Canberra. Available URL: www.rhef.com.au/
programs/program-1/?program_id=109 <Accessed 2009, 
November 7>

Journal, month, page 
no.

Podcast

Caring for the elderly when they can’t care for themselves. 2005 
Aged Care Nurse 6, 10, 11–15.

Journal (author 
unknown)

Department of Family and Community Services 1999 Better 
information and communication practices. Office of 
Disability, Department of Family and Community 
Services, Canberra. Available URL: www.finance.gov.au 
<Accessed 2009, December 10>

Commonwealth 
Government 
department

Derby, E.N. 2004 Physiology. 6th edn, Redwing Press, Sydney. Book

Eposte, G. 2005a Communicating: Part 1. 1st edn, Blue Press, 
Brisbane.

Eposte, G. 2005b Communicating: Part 2. 1st edn, Blue Press, 
Brisbane

Multiple works by 
same author in same 
year. Note ‘a’ and ‘b’.

Federal Privacy Commissioner 2006 Guidelines for federal and 
ACT government World Wide Websites. Federal Privacy 
Commissioner, Sydney. Available URL: www.privacy.gov.
au <Accessed 2009, December 10>

Guidelines

Fredericks, W.R. 2006 Chapter 3: Acute illness in infants. In 
Gould, T.E. (ed) Care of paediatric patients. 7th edn, West 
Press, New York.

Referring to whole 
chapter in edited book

continued



86	 The College of Nursing

Table 15 continued …

Column 1 

Sample reference list in alphabetical order

Column 2

Type of resource

Reference list NOTE: You will not 
include this column in 
your work.

Harrison, N. 2005 Nurses perform miracles daily. Daily Press, 
November 9, 10–11.

Newspaper and 
magazine articles

Innes, T. 2005 Palliative care in the home. (Version 1.5) n.p. 
Available URL: www.abcd.org.au/nurse/palliative.htm 
<Accessed 2009, January 7>

Internet

Lancraft, T.M. and DePecol Sanner, M. 2006 Student 
companion CD-ROM (Version 1). For Tortora, G.J. and 
Grabowski, S.R. Principles of anatomy and physiology. 
John Wiley & Sons, London.

CD-ROM 
accompanying book

Massey, I. 2006 Neurological disorders. In Acute illness in 
children: Implications for practice. The College of 
Nursing, Burwood.

Mental health assessment: A step by step approach 2005 CD-
ROM. The College of Nursing, Sydney.

MIMS online 2008a Buscopan. Available URL: www.mims.
hcn.net.au <Accessed 2009, December 10>

MIMS online 2008b Morphine sulphate. Available URL: www.
mims.hcn.net.au <Accessed 2009, December 10>

College Learning 
guide (author known)

CD-ROM	

Online publication

Online citation from 
the same website

NSW Health 2006 Immunisation initiatives. Author, Sydney.

NSW Health 2004 Commitment to service. Author, Sydney.

State Government 
departments

NSW Legislative Assembly 2006 Parliamentary Debates 
(Hansard), April 27.

Parliamentary 
proceedings (titles are 
without italics)

Nurses Act 1991 (NSW) Legislation (State)

Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) Legislation 
(Commonwealth)

Ormond, J., Fegus, P. and Peters, J. 2005 Economic efficiency 
in our hospitals. State Government Health Department, 
Capital City. (State Health Publ. No. ABC 96).

Postnatal depression 2006 Video. Chaired by Dr Norman Swan. 
Produced and directed by The Rural Health Education 
Foundation, ACT.

Government report 

Video

Prestley, N. 2007 Challenging the frontiers of orthopaedic 
nursing. Proceedings of the 25th Annual Orthopaedic 
Nursing Conference: New approaches and directions. 
Wagga Wagga.

Published conference 
paper

continued
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Column 1 

Sample reference list in alphabetical order

Column 2

Type of resource

Reference list NOTE: You will not 
include this column in 
your work.

Quin, P.P. and Abel, G. 2004 Indigenous health issues. 
Unpublished paper presented at The Health Care 2000 
Conference, Budgewoi.

Unpublished 
conference paper 
(italics not used if 
conference paper is 
not published)

Quin, P.P. and Abel, G. 2004 Indigenous health issues. 
Unpublished paper presented at The Health Care 2000 
Conference, Budgewoi.

Unpublished 
conference paper 
(italics not used if 
conference paper is 
not published)

Reason, J. 2005 Examining the incidence of spinal injury in 
motor car accidents. PhD Thesis, Adelaide University, 
Adelaide.

Sicko 2007 Film. Directed by Michael Moore. The Weinstein 
Company, USA.

Thesis (title not 
italicised)

Film

The College of Nursing 2007 Financing health care in Australia: 
The principles and challenges. In Financial management. 
Author, Burwood.

College Learning 
guide

(author not known)

Virtue, S. 2006 What happened today? TV program. Channel 
10, Thursday November 8, 8 p.m., Sydney.

TV

Note 1: Some distance materials produced by The College of Nursing may still use a previous referencing style. 
This edition of the Student guide has the most up-to-date referencing style and presents the current style adopted 
by the College. You should use this style in all written submissions.




