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Judith Godden 

With Australia’s Controversial Matron: Gwen Burbidge and 

Nursing Reform, Godden has given us a portrait of Burbidge 

that is compelling and relevant for all who would understand 

Australian nursing today. Progressive, intelligent and committed, 

Gwen Burbidge is a nursing leader for all times. In this fascinating 

biography Godden shows us a quintessential leader whose 

challenges are all too familiar. This work is a major addition 

to nursing scholarship and an outstanding contribution to 

Australian nursing history.

Professor Sioban Nelson, Dean of The Lawrence S. Bloomberg

Faculty of Nursing, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada
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With Australia’s Controversial Matron: Gwen Burbidge and Nursing 

Reform, Godden has given us a portrait of Burbidge that is compelling 

and relevant for all who would understand Australian nursing today. 

Progressive, intelligent and committed, Gwen Burbidge is a nursing 

leader for all times. In this fascinating biography Godden shows us 

a quintessential leader whose challenges are all too familiar. This 

work is a major addition to nursing scholarship and an outstanding 

contribution to Australian nursing history.

Professor Sioban Nelson, Dean of The Lawrence S. Bloomberg  

Faculty of Nursing, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada


